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It feels like we just finished Advent, but here we are announcing the season of Lent.
February 17 is the beginning of the Lent Season this year. Lent traditionally has been a time
to reflect on our spiritual disciplines and consider how we may better turn our attention to
God and reflect our discipleship in our behavior. Sometimes we use the 40 days of Lent to
practice a more intensive discipline of prayer and meditation, Bible reading, or other
disciplines like fasting. This year, we are going to reflect on what it means to be part of the
church through the book of Acts. We will look at our membership vows to be in ministry
through our witness, prayers, gifts, presence, and service. Often we think of these as things
we do together with each other physically near. This year, we get a chance to reflect on
how we can creatively be the church without being physically close. I hope you will join us
in this journey to Easter’s Resurrection.
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As I sat in a (zoom) clergy meeting this week, our conversation reflected the struggle of
asking our people to not gather in worship. One pastor began talking about what the future
may hold and how technology might be used years to come. I then said, “That is well and
good, but right now we have to figure out how to keep our people from killing
themselves…and each other.” I don’t think there is one among us who does not yearn to
be back in our sanctuary together, myself included. I want to encourage you to know our
sacrifice is saving lives…not lives in some distant place, not lives of strangers, but lives we
know, people we love. Not only that, but we are truly practicing love to our people serving
in healthcare, by preventing one more chain of infection. We have been taught that
following Jesus is often uncomfortable, often hard. It is right now. But the path of Jesus is
always lit by hope. There is hope at the end of this season. Hope in vaccinations. Hope in
warmer weather that makes it bearable to worship outside. Hope that one day this year,
we will be able to be together in our sanctuary. All of us, even the most vulnerable that we
haven’t seen since last March. When I went caving many years ago, at the end of a grueling
trip, the leader stopped us. He said, “We are almost to end. We can see the light outside
the cave. The temptation at this point is to hurry. That is when people get hurt. We will get
there, but we need to continue carefully.”

Christmas and New Year's have passed, decorations are just about FINALLY put away and it is January
2021. A New Year, a new beginning, a new hope. I am praying, as I am sure you are too that this year will
bring more freedom to go and do, more happiness and ability to gather together, socialize and pray together.
There is so much to pray about these days. I just received word that my brother and his wife have the virus,
certainly one of my main prayer concerns now. So many people are sick or have been sick, and since we are
not connected we are not even aware of the concerns of others. Pray for our church family. Our country
seems to be facing a different concern everyday. It is truly hard to know what or who to believe and certainly
impossible to know what will happen next. These are trying times, for sure!
I remember when I was little (which was a long time age) my grandfather used to say, "I don't know what this
world is coming to!" I often wonder what he would be saying now!! It is a hard time, a confusing time, a lonely
time and a very painful time for so many.
We just have to remember our hope is in the Lord. Through it all, GOD loves us, you and me
alike! He is always Faithful! So, keep praying, always remember to KEEP THE FAITH and when
we all get together again,
REJOICE!

Nancy
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WORSHIP SERVANTS

The December treasurer’s report has been prepared with the following information. The
General account began the month with a balance of $10,699.04. There were deposits of
$8,048.00. There were withdrawals of $9,552.04, leaving a balance of $9,195.00. The average weekly year to date offering is $2022.09 which is below the weekly budget amount
$2,260.06 by $237.97. This is the fourth month in a row that our expenses have been
greater than our deposits.
The Special Account began the month with a balance of $25,211.52. There were deposits
of $25.00 and expenses of $475.55 leaving a balance of $24,735.97. Faith Promise ended
the month with a balance of $2,224.23 and Capital Improvements ended the month with a
balance of $10,038.19.

NOTE: Until church services resume within the church building,
there will be no need for a listing
of worships servants. Should the
situation change or special needs
arise, volunteers will be used as
appropriate.
Thank you for volunteering and for
serving.

Our conference and district apportionment payments will remain on hold at this time and
probably until our expenses are less than our deposits.
2021 Budget -- Last year’s budget total was $117,523. Our total deposit for the General
collection for 2020 was $105,148. There doesn’t seem to be anywhere we can cut expenses from last year, except apportionments, and insurance and utility costs have increased.
Thank you all again for your donations and for all your support. I know money is tight right
now and your church really appreciates all that you do. I apologize that I need to mention
this, but at the end of last September our bank balance was $14,289 and it has now decreased paying regular expenses to $9,195. You may continue mailing your offerings to
Tanner Valley UMC, 19235 State Route 1, Lawrenceburg, IN 47025.
Billie Stockum, Chairman of Finance

In the January council meeting, Candy Feller proposed that the church building be
available to those who wish meditate or worship privately. After discussion of the
possibilities and the issues, the council members in attendance agreed on the following.
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due to the Covid-19 protocols and requirements. Information will be provided in the pastor’s All Calls
and/or from the responsible meeting or event organizers.

NOTE: All meetings and events are tentative (except for the Wednesday and Sunday building opening)
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NOTE: All meetings and events are tentative (except for the Wednesday and Sunday building
opening) due to the Covid-19 protocols and requirements. Information will be provided in the
pastor’s All Calls and/or from the responsible meeting or event organizers.
1-3p Church Open

31

1-3p Church Open

24

7p Rivertown Quilters

Day

17 St Patrick’s

7p Church Council

1-3p Church Open

10

3

wednesday

March 2021

